Follow up in north west England of cases of enteric fever acquired abroad, April 1996 to March 1998.
Cases of enteric fever in the north west of England who acquired infection abroad between April 1996 and March 1998 were surveyed to determine the workload associated with the follow up of contacts of cases and the yield from their investigation. No asymptomatic secondary cases were detected, and it is argued that low risk asymptomatic contacts of cases of enteric fever acquired abroad do not need to be screened.